GANDHIJI AND WOMEN
RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR
GANDHIJI'S contributions to Indian life and thought, indeed
to world life and thought, have been many and varied. But
women, in particular Indian women, owe him a special debt
of gratitude.
It was but natural that the heart of a man who believed
so firmly in Truth and Non-violence should go out in
sympathy and understanding to all those who were
oppressed or unjustly treated. It hurt him to think that
woman whom he looked upon as 'the mother, maker and
silent leader of man' should have so lost herself as to have
become a mere chattel of man.
Gandhiji was uncompromising in the matter of woman's
rights. 'In my opinion she should labour under no legal
disability not suffered by man. I should treat daughters
and sons on a footing of perfect equality/ Those who tried
to argue with him on the basis of what the great law-giver
Manu is supposed to have said that 'for woman there can be
no freedom* or what is contained in some texts in the
Smritis met with scant attention. Such sayings or texts were
not sacrosanct to him, They could 'command no respect
from men who cherish the liberty of woman as their own
and who regard her as the mother of the race/ He up-
braided those who on behalf of orthodoxy resorted to
quoting such texts as if they were part of religion. He
recommended that some authoritative body should 'revise
all that passes under the name of scriptures, expurgate all
the texts that have no moral value or are contrary to the
fundamentals of religion and morality and present such
an edition for the guidance of Hindus'. While a Sanatanist
Hindu in the highest sense of the term Gandhiji was wise
and good and big enough to realize that 'the letter killeth
but the spirit giveth life/ He, therefore, had no hesitation
166